Have you heard the latest version of
IRIS Showcase yet? That's right—reflect-
ing the latest improvements to the
IRIS Indigo and Personal IRIS 4D/35
platforms, IRIS Showcase now chirps,
chimes, croaks, boings, and even plays the
castanets.

Audio on the IRIS platform is inte-
grated modularly with specialized hard-
ware and software libraries, in the same
way that graphics are handled. And the
tools and sound quality are the most
sophisticated currently available on a
general purpose workstation. Compared
to other companies’ standard offerings,
the IRIS Indigo offers the clearest
sound quality, supporting a range of
sample rates up to 48 kHz—compact
disk-quality sound. IRIS Showcase high-
lights the richness of these capabilities
and opens up a whole new set of options
for designing multi-media presentations
that include voice annotation, music and
other sounds.

To make getting started with audio
fast and easy, the IRIS Indigo and 4D/35
ship with ten megabytes of sound samples
: | created by Prosonus, a Hollywood, Cali-
fornia-based sound engineering com-
pany. Upon opening IRIS Showcase, the
user has immediate access to more than
fifty different samples ranging from the
peaceful sound of crickets on a summer

or just turn to the next page

night to the terrorizing timbre of break-

ing glass.
If these samples are not enough, the
IRIS Showcase application screenshot depicting Master Gizmo, Template Gizmo user can purchase additional samples as
and Audio Gizmo. well. Or, using the sound editor that also
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ships with the system, the user can cus-

tomize presentations with original audio

-~ effects.

Supporting audio in presentation

- software puts Silicon Graphics at the fore-

front, technology-wise, of this market.
“With companies such as Apple, Micro-

- soft, IBM and now, Silicon Graphics

building in operating system support for
audio/visual data, vendors see this kind of
support asa definite requirement—some-
thing that will be considered standard
functionality down the road,” says Nick
Arnett, an analyst at Multimedia Com-
puting Corporation, a Santa Clara, Cali-
fornia-based research organization.

ADUAKCED HARDWARE AKD SOFTWARE

“Audio is just one new system capability

offered in IRIS Showcase. The program
has roughly half a dozen other new fea-
tures reflecting major improvements to
the IRIS hardware and software environ-
ments. Video, hyperlinking, view-only
mode, templates and encapsulated Post-
Script importing are among the other
notable enhancements available in the
latest version of the product.

Video. Using the IRIS Indigo with a video
board, the user can play live video on an
IRIS Showcase document. The video can
be overlaid with text or graphics, and
IRIS Showcase presentations also can be
recorded and stored on videotape.

Hyperlinking. This feature, something
like a “go to” in programmer’s talk, lets
an [RIS Showcase presentation proceed
in a non-linear, associative fashion,
rather than sequentially. With hyper-
linking, the user can jump from one
place in a document to another, to a dif-
ferent IRIS Showcase document or to an
entirely different application. Recog-
nized as a major breakthrough in presen-
tation technology, hyperlinking facili-
tates custom presentations based on
viewer participation.

View-only mode. This function acts as
one might imagine, letting users watch
and interact with IRIS Showcase presen-
tations, but not edit them. Accepting user
interaction, including events such as
mouse clicks, is an important aspect of
view-only mode. It enables IRIS Show-
case presentations to become interactive
rather than passive and canned.
Improved templates. The ability to gener-
ate materials such as overhead slides is the
bl'eﬂ.d and buttcr ()f‘ most Pf@sentatioﬂ
packages. Since many presentations are
developed using a consistent format—
with logos, backgrounds and the like pre-
sented the same way from page to page—
templates are critical to enhancing pro-
ductivity. IRIS Showcase ships with more
than fifteen templates, including models
for memos, slides, certificates, simple
documents and on-line help cards.

IRIS Showcase templates can be
modified quickly using the template edi-
tor. This special mode lets the creator
make global changes (e.g., to a docu-
ment’s background or border) in a few
simple keystrokes.

Expanded software compatibility. In

addition to handling audio and video,

IRIS Showcase also can import images

and backgrounds from a number of pack-

ages that run on the IRIS platform,

including;

* Power Background, a collection of over-
head slide backgrounds

* Image CEL, textural, photographic-
and professional-quality patterns and
objects for integration into a variety of
presentations

* Render Manager, a scene composition
and rendering package that supports
Silicon Graphics’ RGB image file
format—a format that can be imported
into IRIS Showcase

= Creative License, a software paint pack-
age that also supports the RGB file
format

In addition, IRIS Showcase can im-
port encapsulated PostScript images.
Adopting this industry standard for
graphics files improves IRIS Showcase’s
interaction with other applications and
streamlines printing. (IRIS Showcase also
continues to support PICT and RTF file
formats.)

Presentation developers are not the only ones who can use IRIS Showcase’s new _ﬁmm's, -
with IRIS Showcase for Developers, programmers can use them, too. . =
IRIS Showcase for Developers is a low-cost source-code pmducr that gives dmbpm access
to all of IRIS Showcase’s code. It is not a tool kit in the :mdmmbm, Mﬁdeﬁ
 number of easily extracted modules such as a file browser. o
The source-code product also comes with documentation that apfa&m nér user mtﬁfﬂﬂz
file browser, UNIX socket mechanism and how to integrate mt‘ket events and gmﬁbm events,
Applications developed using IRIS Showcase for Developers are not subject to royaky ﬁw o
and all of the code is available for ve-use on IRIS workstations. Farpam-hmsg:p

tact Software Express.
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USERS ARE ENTHUSIASTIC

The latest versions of IRIS Showcase have
been available for only a short time, but
users are already developing sophisti-
cated, multimedia presentations with it.

For example, staff members of
lab
recently developed an IRIS Showcase pre-

Princeton  University’s  graphics
sentation about the px tools, aset of image
processing and visualization utilities used
extensively by students and researchers.

“We've found that computer users
are coming to training classes less fre-
quently. They don’t want to take time out
of their day to learn about a tool; they
want to learn on their own time. To re-
spond to this situation, we've used IRIS
Showcase to develop an instructional pre-
sentation about the px tools,” says Kirk
Alexander, who manages the university’s
interactive computer graphics lab.

The presentation consists of three
modules joined by using IRIS Showcase’s
hyperlinking feature. The first module
introduces the tools and can be watched in
its entirety or rerouted when a topic of par-
ticular interest is described. “If the student
wants to know more about a command
mentioned in the overview module, he or
she clicks on that command. The applica-
tion registers the click, generates a live
copy of the command, and offers the
option to move into a second module,
which contains a finer level of detail about
the function,” Alexander explains. A third
module describes auxiliary tools used to do
advanced image processing.

Alexander emphasizes that IRIS
Showecase’s hyperlinking feature was key
to pulling together the px information
presentation. ““The presentation would
not have been nearly as useful without
hyperlinks,” he says.

Alexander also reports that inital
reaction to this presentation-as-training
has been positive. University administra-
tors are pleased by the application’s
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potential to increase the productivity of
their computing center’s staff. Likewise,
students and researchers are encouraged
by having to attend one less class; learning
the package, instead, when their sched-

ules permit.

proved font handling, better rendering of
3D images, refined self-running presenta-
tions and more sophisticated hyperlinks.

Cynthia Marshall is a freelance writer in
Mountain View, California.

[RIS Showcase opens up a
whole new set of options for
designing multi-media
presentations that include
voice annotation, Mmusic

and other sounds.

Alexander’s staff is interested in ex-

ploring IRIS Showecase's audio and video

features for recording lectures and devel-
oping other training materials. In addi-
tion, students, faculty and admini-
strators take advantage of the forty pub-
licly available IRISes located on Prince-
ton’s campus to produce slides and over-
head transparencies for their own talks
and presentations. (In total, Princeton
has more than 150 IRIS workstations on
campus.)

WHAT'S HEKT. ..
In line with developments planned for the
IRIS hardware and softrware environ-
ments, the next major release of IRIS
Showcase—scheduled for sometime in
1993—promises to support movies.
Movies are audio-video files kept in
IRIXs file system as opposed to live video,
which is not stored as a file.

A full range of other enhancements
has also been planned, including im-

IRIS Showcase is bundled with all
IRIS workstations shipped since last
spring and is free of charge with
those systems. Version 2.0 runs on
the entire IRIS product family, but
audio is available only on the IRIS
Indigo, the 4D/35 workstation, and
the 4D/30 workstation with the
audio option. Version 2.1 runs only
on IRIS Indigos equipped with a
video board. IRIS Showcase source
code and programmer’s documenta-
tion is also available to third-party
developers for a nominal fee.

To order additional or upgrade
copies of IRIS Showcase, IRIS
Showecase for Developers, or any of
the other packages that work with
IRIS Silicon
Graphics’ software sales organiza-
tion, Software Express (800/800-
SGII).

Showcase, call
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